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� The Rotorua Walking Festival  over the 20 
years has been known as:

- International Two Day Walk (1994 -1996)

- NZ International Two Day Walk (1997 -2007)

- Rotorua Walking Festival (2008 - ) 

� It started out as a two day leisure event 
with Saturday walks of various distances 
(eg, 5, 10, 15, 20,21, 25 and 30 kms) in the 
Whakarewarewa Forest and on the Sunday 
30, 20 and 10 km distances around the 
parks, reserves, lakefront, CBD and stream 
areas of Rotorua. 

� Held annually generally in the third weekend 
of March.





The purpose of the event ?The purpose of the event ?

� The founder and driving force behind the event was 
the late Evan Jordan a past president of the Rotary 
Club of Rotorua West.  

� The event was based on other successful events in 
Europe and Japan and was set up to:

- Create an iconic event for Rotorua. 

-Be in the shoulder season so as to not impact 

  on the peak tourism flows in Rotorua.

- Benefit businesses in Rotorua, particularly 

  those in the tourism industry.

- Get Rotorua people out walking to maintain 

  healthy lifestyles.

- Involve the community (particularly with the 

            walk activities over the weekend).

- To make money for Rotary and those 

             community organisations that assisted with 

            the event.







Some Facts and FiguresSome Facts and Figures
� Over 20 years a total of more than 

14,000 people have participated in 
the event.

� Over 2,200 international walkers have 
participated.

� Over the 20 years attendance has 
ranged between 178 (1994) to 1,404 
(2004) with 7 international walkers in 
1994 and a peak of 368 internationals 
in 2004.

� Overall average over the 20 years is 
more than 650 total walkers and more 
than 110 international walkers each 
year.



Event BenefitsEvent Benefits
� Donations to Walk charities including - Rotorua 

Youth Centre, Rescue Helicopter, SPCA and 
Hospice.

� Donations to Walk partners including ATC, 
schools (clean up and mail out), Girl Guides, St 
Chads, Rotorua music club (buskers), St Johns, 
various bands including school (eg WHHS) and 
local marching bands, various primary school 
kapa haka groups.

� Fundraising for many other groups such as 
Netherlands Society and Ngati Rangiwehiwehi.

� An economic direct impact of over $3 million 
dollars to the Rotorua community and indirect 
impacts of more than $4 million (note excludes 
all airfares of international visitors).






















